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Important Dates A Message from the Principal
Hello Jaguar Families,

I am excited to welcome you to another school year. We’re looking forward to a 
great start to the 2022-2023 school year! At our recent Meet the Teacher event, we 
enjoyed getting to know our students and their families. We can’t wait to see our new 
classes grow and learn together. 

As we start our new year, I want to stress the importance of modeling safe practices 
for our students, especially during arrival and dismissal. Walkers should use the 
crosswalks. Car riders must use the car rider line, pulling all the way up alongside the 
covered sitting area to drop off or pick up a child. Your assistance in this matter will 
help us ensure a safe and timely arrival and dismissal. 

Please keep an eye out for our SAC membership forms, which will be going home 
soon. As always, thank you for your continued support of our students and our school.

Warmest Regards,

Important Reminders
Student Planners

Each student at Washington Shores receives a planner to help them stay organized and to assist with 
communication between the school and home. Be sure to check your child’s planner every night for any 
important notes from your child’s teacher. After doing so, please initial or sign. 

Student Code of Conduct

The OCPS Code of Student Conduct is available online under the Students and Parents tab at ocps.net. A 
review of the Code of Conduct is also available on students’ Canvas pages through their LaunchPad. 
Parents should review the code with their child and sign the acknowledgement form.

Parent Portal and Skyward Parent Consent Forms

If you haven’t done so, please set up your OCPS Parent Portal accounts at parents.classlink.com. 
Information for setting up accounts can be found at the http://OCPS.net website under Current Families 
> Skyward. There are important parental consent forms that must be completed on Skyward.

Student Technology and Headphones

At Washington Shores, we’re a one-to-one school, which means that each student has their own digital 
device. We’re asking families to provide their child(ren) with a set of personal headphones as part of their 
school supplies within the first two weeks of school.

Tuesday, August 23
SAC Meeting 5:00 PM
Location: Media 
Center

Monday, September 5
No School - Labor Day

https://www.ocps.net/departments/public_relations/publications/code_of_student_conduct_and_parent_guide
https://parents.classlink.com/ocps%C2%A0
https://parents.classlink.com/ocps%C2%A0
https://www.ocps.net/students_and_parents
https://www.ocps.net/skyward
https://www.ocps.net/skyward


Arrival and Dismissal Procedures

Arrival:  7:45 - 8:10 AM
● Students may begin to arrive at 7:45 AM., no earlier. (There is no adult supervision prior to this time).
● Breakfast is served in the cafeteria between 7:45 - 8:10 AM
● School starts at 8:15 AM. Students should arrive by 8:10 AM in order to arrive to class on time.
● Students enter school through the cafeteria.  Students enter classrooms at 8:15 AM.
● Students not eating breakfast will sit outside of their classroom until the first bell rings at 8:10 AM.
● Students arriving by car must be dropped off in our car loop.

 
Early Check-Out
● If for any reason you need to pick-up your child early from school, you must be in our front office no later 

than 30 minutes before dismissal, which is 3:00 PM. (2:00 PM Wed).  Parents that sign-out their child during 
dismissal will not be able to take their child until car dismissal has finished.

Dismissal:  3:30 PM (2:30 Wednesday)
Walkers and Bike Riders
● Students will exit the black gate to the right of the cafeteria parking lot off of West Lake Mann Drive. 
● Bike riders are strongly encouraged to wear proper safety gear, such as a bike helmet.
● All students will proceed to crosswalks.  Bike riders will walk their bikes until after the crosswalk.
● If meeting up with a student who walks, parents/guardians must also be walking. If driving a car, your 

child must be picked up as a car rider. 
● For the safety of all children, please do not wait in your car across the street and have children cross the 

road to meet you.  
 
Car Riders
● Car riders may be picked-up from our car loop only.
● Parents must remain in the car, in the car line. 
● When pulling up along the sidewalk, drivers will pull up as far forward as possible to allow more parents in 

the pick-up area. There are 6 posts. Parents may not stop at the closest post, but must pull up. Please also 
follow the instructions of staff members who are directing traffic in the parking lot.

● Drivers must refrain from cell phone use while driving on campus.
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Arrival:
ALL students will enter 
through the Cafeteria 
between 7:45 - 8:10 AM

Car Rider 
Entrance

Dismissal:
Walkers/Bike will exit out 
gate. No car pick-up.

 Bus/Van Loop

Arrival:
Students arriving after 
8:15 AM must enter 
through the Front Office.

Front 
Office



Attendance Policies

All students are required to attend school regularly. On 
a daily basis, student absences will be recorded as 
unexcused until an acceptable excuse has been 
provided by the parent/legal guardian indicating the 
reason for the student’s absence. Attendance 
documentation must be submitted to the school within 
48 hours of the student’s absence. 

A student who is absent from school without having an 
excused absence will be considered “truant.” Truancy 
letters will be sent home if a student has had at least 
five (5) unexcused absences within a calendar month 
or ten (10) unexcused absences, within a ninety (90) 
calendar day period, or an equivalent combination of 
unexcused absences and accumulated tardies as 
determined by the Child Study Team.

Please review the OCPS Attendance Policy for more 
information.

Absences shall be excused for the following:
· Illness, injury, or other insurmountable condition;
· Illness or death of a member of the student’s 

immediate family (OCPS practice has been to 
define immediate family as relatives who live in the 
student’s home);

· Recognized (or established) religious holidays and/or 
religious instruction;

· Medical appointments;
· Legal appointments;
· Pediculosis (head lice) infestation (up to four (4) days 

per school year);
· Catastrophic disasters that significantly impact the 

life of the student (e.g. loss of residence from 
natural disaster).

· Participation in an approved activity or class of 
instruction held at another site;

· Prearranged absences of educational value with the 
principal’s prior approval.

Be Part of Our S.A.C.

One of the ways parents can get involved is through the School Advisory Council 
(SAC). This council is a group that brings representatives of stakeholders together to 
assist the school principal with developing and evaluating a school improvement 
plan. Each school must have a SAC that is ethnically, racially and economically 
representative of its community. Members of the SAC are selected according to 
procedures established by the school and school board in compliance with the 
requirements of state statutes. Each SAC is composed of the principal and 
representatives of teachers, education support employees, parents, and 
community members. Teachers, education support employees, students and 
parents are elected to the SAC by their peer groups. Community members are 
appointed by the principal.

From the desk of Ms. Gadson          (Parent Engagement Liaison)

I am Ms. Veloria Gadson, and I am the Parent Engagement Liaison (PEL) here at 

Washington Shores Elementary School. As your Parent Engagement Liaison, I am here to 

assist you and your family in any way possible. There are various resources available to 

you that I would like to extend to each of you so please plan to schedule an appointment 

soon, if I can be of assistance to your family. Also, please be on the lookout for any flyers 

or invitations with upcoming dates and times. I will also be reaching out to you to get your 

valued opinions, expertise, and assistance in planning and volunteering.  I am very excited 

about collaborating and partnering  with you to come up with great ways to better serve 

the students, families, staff, and WONDERFUL Washington Shores Community. Feel free to 

reach me if I can be of assistance. Veloria.Gadson@ocps.net or 407.296.6540 EXT 4012293

https://cdn5-ss15.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_54619/File/Frequently%20Updated%20Documents/Attendance%20Policy%20and%20Procedures.pdf
mailto:Veloria.Gadson@ocps.net

